
The Negative Effects of Fences in Urban Nature
Conservancies and Potential Solutions

Nature’s Valley is surrounded by The Garden Route National Park and it is the
Urban Conservancy’s goal to where ever possibly create Nature’s Valley as an
extension of the GRNP.

Urban nature conservancies play a critical role in preserving biodiversity,
providing recreational spaces, and enhancing the quality of life for urban
residents. However, the use of fences within these spaces, while sometimes
necessary for protection and management, can have several negative effects. This
document explores these adverse impacts and suggests potential solutions to
mitigate them. 

Negative Effects of Fences in Urban Nature Conservancies:

1. Fragmentation of Habitats
Fences can lead to the fragmentation of habitats, which disrupts the natural
movement of wildlife. This can prevent animals from accessing essential
resources such as food, water, and mates, ultimately leading to decreased genetic
diversity and population declines.

2. Barrier to Wildlife Movement
Fences can act as physical barriers, impeding the movement of animals, especially
those that require large territories. This is particularly detrimental for larger
mammals and migratory species, which may become trapped or unable to
navigate their natural routes.



 3. Negative Impact on Biodiversity
By restricting movement, fences can create isolated populations, which are more
vulnerable to inbreeding and local extinctions. This reduction in genetic diversity
can weaken the resilience of species to environmental changes and diseases.

 4. Altered Animal Behavior
The presence of fences can alter the behavior of wildlife. Animals may exhibit
stress or anxiety when they encounter barriers, leading to changes in their natural
activities such as foraging, mating, and nesting. This can result in reduced
reproductive success and survival rates.

 5. Human-Wildlife Conflict
Fences can contribute to increased human-wildlife conflict. For example, animals
may attempt to breach fences to access resources, leading to property damage
and potentially dangerous encounters with humans.

 6. Aesthetic and Recreational Impacts
Fences can detract from the natural beauty of conservancies and limit
recreational opportunities for visitors. They can obstruct scenic views, reduce the
sense of wilderness, and restrict access to certain areas, diminishing the overall
visitor experience.

 7. Maintenance and Cost Issues
Fences require regular maintenance to remain effective, which can be costly and
labor-intensive. Poorly maintained fences can become ineffective, posing risks to
both wildlife and human safety.



Potential Solutions:

 1. Wildlife-Friendly Fencing
Designing and installing wildlife-friendly fences can mitigate some negative impacts.
These fences should have gaps or elevated sections that allow smaller animals to pass
through while still providing necessary protection. Electric fencing can also be used as a
non-physical barrier for larger animals.

 2. Use of Natural Barriers
Where possible, natural barriers such as hedgerows, ditches, and water bodies can be
used instead of fences. These barriers can provide the necessary separation and
protection without fragmenting habitats or impeding wildlife movement.

 3. Corridors and Passages
Creating wildlife corridors and passages can facilitate safe movement across fenced
areas. Overpasses and underpasses designed specifically for animals can help maintain
connectivity between habitats.

 4. Adaptive Management Practices
Regularly assessing and adapting fencing strategies based on wildlife monitoring and
research can help minimize negative impacts. Adaptive management involves modifying
fencing designs and placements as needed to respond to changing environmental
conditions and wildlife behaviors.

 5. Community Involvement and Education
Engaging the community and educating the public about the importance of wildlife
connectivity can foster support for more wildlife-friendly practices. Community
involvement in monitoring and maintaining fences can also enhance their effectiveness
and reduce costs.

 6. Regulatory and Policy Measures
Implementing and enforcing regulations that prioritize wildlife connectivity in urban
planning and conservancy management can help ensure that fencing practices do not
compromise biodiversity. Policies should encourage the use of alternative barriers and
the integration of wildlife corridors.

 7. Technological Innovations
Utilizing advanced technologies, such as motion-activated cameras and sensors, can
improve fence management. These technologies can monitor wildlife movements and
alert managers to potential issues, allowing for timely interventions and adjustments.

 8. Enhanced Habitat Design
Designing urban conservancies with habitat connectivity in mind from the outset can
reduce the need for extensive fencing. Integrating green infrastructure and ensuring that
natural pathways are preserved can help maintain a balanced ecosystem.



Conclusion
While fences are sometimes necessary in urban nature conservancies for
protection and management, their negative impacts on wildlife and biodiversity
must be carefully considered. By implementing wildlife-friendly fencing, natural
barriers, and wildlife corridors, and adopting adaptive management practices, we
can mitigate these effects and create more harmonious environments where both
nature and urban communities can thrive. Through thoughtful planning,
community engagement, and technological innovation, we can ensure that urban
nature conservancies fulfill their role in preserving biodiversity and enhancing
urban life.
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